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Do it Yourself Divorce - the steps involved

W

\

i'i.‘J
v 4

Preparing the Divorce Petition (D8)

You will prepare the Divorce Petition (D8) and then file for divorce with a designated Family
Court (approx. 1to 2 weeks).

The Court issues the Petition

The Court issues the Petition. They send a copy of the Divorce Petition to your spouse
together with an “Acknowledgement of Service” form (approx. 1to 2 weeks depending
on court timescales).

Spouse files the Acknowledgement of Service

Once your spouse receives the Acknowledgement of Service from the court they
should complete and return this to the court (approx. 2 to 3 weeks).

You receive a copy of Acknowledgement of Service

The Court will then send a copy of the completed Acknowledgement of Service form to
you, so that you can prepare the documents for the next stage in the divorce (Decree
Nisi} (approx. 1to 2 weeks depending on court timescales).

Applying for the Decree Nisi (D84)

You will then prepare the necessary documents to apply for the first decree of the divorce("Decree
Misi”) to be pronounced. These documents are statement in support (D80 a, b, ¢, d or e} and ap-
plication for decree nisi (D84). Once completed, you will then file these documents with the court
with a request for a date for the Decree Nisi to be pronounced. (approx. 1 to 2 weeks).

Court considers if “the marriage has broken down irretrievably”

. Ifthe Judge is satisfied that the “marriage has broken down irretrievably” based on the information included

in the Petition, they will issue a certificate for the Decree Nisi to be pronounced. Both you and your spouse
will then be advised of the date fixed for Decree Nisi - you will receive a certificate of entitlement to decree
nisi (D84A). The date is likely to be a few weeks later. You and your spouse will not be required to attend
court, unless there is a dispute about costs (approx. 4 to 6 weeks depending on court timescales).

Decree Nisi

The court will then grant the Decree Nisi and send a copy of this certificate to both you
and your spouse (or through your respective legal representatives) (approx. 1to 2
weeks depending on court timescales).

Decree Absolute (D36)

6 weeks and 1 day after the date of Decree Nisi you may apply for the final decree ("Decree Ab-
solute”) by sending the appropriate form to the Court. This step is not automatic. You will
need to prepare form D36 and file it at court on or after the first available date. This Decree will
be processed by the court and a copy sent to both you and your spouse (approx. 1to 2 weeks
depending on court timescales) (approx. 1 to 2 weeks depending on court timescales).
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How to get
legal advice for free?

You can get a lawyer to explain you about Consent orders, Clean break
agreements and Divorce process for free by calling 0800 433 2255 and
asking for Divorce First Free Advice Service.
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Disclaimer:

This guide is provided for information purposes only. We have done our best to ensure that the
information contained in this guide is correct as of 22.07.2015. It applies only to England and
Wales. However, the guide has no legal force and the information may become inaccurate over
time, due to changes in the law. It is not possible to cover every situation or point in this type of
guide and some of the information is over-simplified. The information in this guide does not
constitute legal advice and we will not be liable to you if you rely on this information,

Before you take any action, you should find out how the law applies to you and your

particular situation by taking legal advice as soon as possible (to avoid any deadlines that

may apply). Please get in touch as we offer a range of affordable services and options.

blaw.co.




